
SEPA’s Grid Resilience and Reliability Needs Assessment Framework is a valuable resource for 
helping utilities, state energy offices, and related stakeholders consider critical facilities, natural 
hazard risks, energy equity and environmental justice, and system constraints in planning DERs 
and developing innovative program offerings for resilience and reliability.

Evaluate DER project sizing, ownership, operation, and economics to:
 � Educate key stakeholders and determine feasibility of customer-sited and grid-scale energy 

storage, solar PV, microgrids and other non-wires alternative projects.
 � Facilitate conversations to evaluate project benefits, costs, and different deployment scenarios.
 � Develop conceptual project sizing, design and costing to establish innovative pilot and 

demonstration projects. 
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SIZING INPUTS
 � Facility Load Profiles
 � Solar PV Generation Profile
 � DER Technology Preferences
 � Sustainability & Resilience 

Preferences
 � Critical Loads

ECONOMIC INPUTS
 � DER Component Costs
 � Wholesale Electric Costs
 � Customer Rate Schedules
 � NEM Policy/Solar Rate
 � REC Pricing
 � EPA Emission Rates
 � Emission Reduction Health 

Benefits 
 � Value of Lost Load

TOOLKIT OUTPUTS
 � DER Component Sizing
 � DER Component Costs
 � Project Soft Costs
 � Costs & Benefits Inventory

Support through education, research, and advisory services to establish frameworks for topics such as: 
microgrid ownership, regulatory implications, DER aggregation and virtual power plants (VPPs), innovative 
rates and tariffs, interconnection standards, and operating agreements.
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