
 
 
 
 
 

DER Framework & Strategy Roadmap

 
Background and Objectives 
As decarbonization strategies gain momentum, utilities recognize that frameworks and strategies for distributed 
energy resources (DERs) are increasingly key to achieving organizational priorities while maintaining--and 
building--a safe, reliable, affordable, and clean grid. Utilities recognize that DER frameworks are important, but 
evaluating new DER technologies and programs can be challenging. Developing a comprehensive DER 
framework and strategy requires a common understanding of the use cases, and benefits and costs to the 
customer, utility, and community. 
 
For this project, the SEPA team will provide funders with a DER framework and strategy to help utilities make 
informed DER program decisions. SEPA will leverage a general DER framework to develop a customized  
template to reflect a utility’s specific business conditions (i.e., customer types, rates, market, regulatory/policy 
considerations) and including community engagement opportunities. SEPA will leverage their experiences 
developing the National Standard Practice Manual for Benefit-Cost Analysis of DERs and prior work with a 
diverse set of utilities, including Platte River Power Authority (PRPA), Orlando Utilities Commission (OUC), and 
Madison Gas & Electric, to identify comprehensive system benefits and costs, develop DER program strategies, 
and conduct stakeholder engagement—crafting a project pathway specific to your utility’s needs and objectives.  
 



 

 

Contact Information 

Jared Leader 
Sr. Manager, Industry 

Strategy 
jleader@sepapower.org 

(202) 609-8938 

Kate Strickland 
Manager, Research & Industry 

Strategy 
kstrickland@sepapower.org 

(202) 350-4667 
 
 

 

About SEPA 
The Smart Electric Power Alliance (SEPA) is dedicated to helping electric power stakeholders address the most 

pressing issues they encounter as they pursue the transition to a clean and modern electric future and a carbon-
free energy system by 2050. We are a trusted partner providing education, research, standards, and collaboration 

to help utilities, electric customers, and other industry players across three pathways: Regulatory & Business 
Innovation, Electrification, and Grid Integration. Through educations activities, working groups, peer-to-peer 

engagements and custom projects, SEPA convenes interest partiers to facilitate information exchange and 
knowledge transfer to offer the highest value for our members and partner organizations More information about 

our grid integration and utility business model research is available at https://sepapower.org/our-focus/ 
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